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able to pass an infallible judgment upon any plant from Clematis to Quill-

wort. Fortunately, this day of smattering seem* to be passing away, and

systematists, even among phanerogams, are confining their attention

more and more to certain -roups. The consequence must be a more

exhaustive study of these groups, an elaboration of all possible means

of classification based upon minute as well as gross structures, a com-

plete disentangling of synonymy, and establishing all claims of pri-

ority—in short, that detailed presentation of the subject which is necessary

if systematic botany proposes to be a progressive science. Even now

manuals are not the work of one man, and they will become less and less

so, until the best manual will be a very composite affair in the matter of

authorship. It is commonly supposed by the uninitiated that every bot-

anist who is more or less well known can unerringly determine " off-hand
"

any plant that is presented to him. It would be far more comfortable for
r ... 1 . _ J ^., „A 4-hot

some botanists ifthe "uninitiated" could be made to understand that

this is an entirely false supposition. Of course, there is a host of plants

that every botanist knows, but such are not the ones most frequently

thrust at him. He i called upon to decide upon critical cases—seme spe-

cies, for instance, in a difficult genus of most perplexing species. The

confession might as well be made that every botanist, however well-

informed, has to "dig out" all such plants from the books, and is in no

case ready with an "offhand" opinion except in the group which he

may just then be studying. A manmay even have written a monograph,

but presently he will have to use it in the determination of plants like

any one else. There has been an astonishing amount of careless "ofl-

hand" naming done bv botanists whose names carry weight, and who

blundered for the simple reason that they were not familiar with the sub-

ject. Specializing avoids all this, and critical points should always be

submitted to some botanist who is paying special attention to the group.

A botanist should no sooner think of sending a Composite to a man

chiefly familiar with Carex than a zoologist now thinks of sending a Sea-

urchin to a specialist in Crustacea.
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Is the strawberry poisonous ?
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Pneumogastric nerve, which is connected with the skin only by a
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Botanical expedition to S. America
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